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Food and Drug Administration
Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
3630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockvillel MD 20852

To whom it may concern,

i am asking you to require prominent labeling of irradiated food using the
wording of the current radiation disclosure statement, Docket #98 N-1038, “1radiation
in the production, processing and handling of food.” I feel that it is extremely important
to let the customers decide about the food they eat. Labeling irradiated foods is a part
of that decision making. It is very important to me that if foods are irradiated, they are
labeled as such. This labeling should include the words “irradiated” or “irradiation”
and the use of the radura symbol. I feel that such requirements should stay in place
indefinitely.

I understand there is a proposal that the terms “cold pasteurization” or
“electronic pasteurization” be used instead of “irradiated.” These terms are
misleading and should not be used. If people choose not to eat these foods, it is
democracy in process and companies will need to adjust to our decisions.

Irradiation destroys vitamins and causes changes in food quality which are
impossible to detect without labeling. I feel consumers have the right to know what is
being done to the food they eat. Honest, straightforward wording and prominent-sized
lettering are essential so consumers can stay informed and make choices.

I am also concerned about widespread use of irradiation because of distributing
toxic waste. I do not want this out on the road with possibilities of accidents and other
contamination, leaving taxpayers to fund the inevitable clean-up costs.

Sincerely yours,

Arlyn Heideman



75cd8\*

=
-9

Q

N.—.>

g

.-5=
(-+J


